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are made Basavls? i.e. are consecrated to the goddess,
and become prostitutes. Certainly the degradation of
religion in India is seen only too plainly in the
degradation of the priesthood.
Festivals. There is no act of uniformity and no
ecclesiastical calendar regulating the festivals or forms
of worship of village deities, and no universal custom
as to the appointment of ministrants. In some villages,
where there is a permanent shrine, offerings of rice,
fruit, and Sowers, with incense and camphor, are made
every day by the villagers, who have made vows to the
goddess, through the pujari. Often offerings are made
once or twice a week, on fixed days, consisting chiefly
of grain, fruit, and flowers and occasionally of goats,
sheep, and fowls. In many places there is a fixed
annual festival, which sometimes takes place after
harvest, when the people are at leisure and well off
for food; but there is no regular rule as to the time,
and the custom varies widely in different districts.
In most places, however-, there is no regular annual
festival, but sacrifices are offered whenever an epide-
mic or any other calamity occurs which may make
it expedient to propitiate the goddess. In some villages
old men complained to me that, whereas formerly
sacrifices were offered yearly, now, owing to the decay
of religion, they are only offered once in four or five
years. So, again, there is no uniformity as to the
duration of a festival. Generally it lasts about a week,
but in the Tamil country it is sometimes a very elabo-
rate affair, lasting for a fortnight, three weeks, or even
a whole month ; so too in some parts of the Canarese
country the Mari festival, which is held in February,
lasts for about four weeks. But a long festival is an
expensive luxury, which only a large town or a well-to-
do village is able to afford. Speaking generally, the
object of the festival is simply to propitiate the goddess
1 See Dubpis, Hindu Manners and Customs, p. 133 ; Farquhar,
Modern Religious Movements in India, p. 408. The word basam
is a feminine formed directly from basava% a bull. For &asaiiat
see below, p. 125, n. 1.